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Division 64:  South West Development Commission, $7 322 000 - 
Mr A.D. McRae, Chairman. 

Mr R.C. Kucera, Minister for Peel and the South West. 

Mr D. Punch, Chief Executive Officer. 

Mr J. Oliver, Manager, Corporate Services. 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  Following on from the rationale about increases in budgets dropping off in subsequent 
years, this budget shows a significant increase for the Bunbury Back Beach project.  I refer the minister to works 
in progress and new works on page 1078.  There is a significant amount of money for stages 1 and 2 of the Back 
Beach project.  Has the budget been increased above and beyond this capital works program?  Why are the only 
real capital works projects in the South West Development Commission budget for the two Labor-held seats of 
Collie and Bunbury?   

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  I will not comment on the second question.  

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  Why not?   

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  It does not relate to the budget.  It is a good thing that Bunbury is getting additional 
moneys.  Bunbury is one of the most vital cities.   

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  Yet, we give it four minutes during the budget estimates -  

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  That was up to the member.   

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  Likewise with the Peel Development Commission.  They are the two most important 
growing regions in the State, and the minister has given them five minutes of estimates committee time.   

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  I take the member for Warren-Blackwood to task for that.  The member for Warren-
Blackwood is a member of the Liberal Party and is more than entitled to ask how many minutes he can put into 
the estimates.  That is his problem.   

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  The minister rambles on like Moses.   

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  I need to say this about Bunbury.  In this month’s My Business - that is, May 2004 - is a 
fantastic article about the great 25 developing cities in this nation.   

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  Can the minister answer the question?  Mr Chairman, he is rabbiting on. 

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  Bunbury is number five in that list.  The article states -  

Summary:  Boom town Bunbury’s best days are still ahead.   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Answer the question, for goodness sake.  The minister is wasting time.   

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  I continue -  

It is soaking up new citizens to such an extent that Bunbury is now the fourth fastest growing urban 
centre in the country.  And that bumper population growth looks set to continue . . .  

I am more than happy to put a copy of this on the Table, should the member for Warren-Blackwood wish to read 
it.   

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  We all got a copy yesterday in Bunbury.   

Mr B.K. MASTERS:  I refer the minister to the major initiatives for 2004-05 on pages 1076 and 1077 of the 
Budget Statements.  The Shires of Busselton, Capel and Augusta-Margaret River do not feature in any of those 
major initiatives.  Does the minister believe, like his predecessor, that the Capel, Busselton and Augusta-
Margaret River shires comprise the chardonnay coast and are not deserving of government expenditure?   

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  That is the member’s comment, not mine.   

Mr B.K. MASTERS:  I am asking whether the minister agrees with it.   

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  I would not denigrate that area by using those kinds of terms.  Quite frankly, I think it is one 
of the most vital areas in the State at the moment.  I again refer the member to My Business -   
Mr B.K. MASTERS:  Can the minister explain why there is no money?   

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  I am sure the member for Vasse will be sadly missed.   

Mr B.K. MASTERS:  The minister will not be missed. 
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Mr R.C. KUCERA:  That whole area is part of the total program.  A broad range of growth issues in that area is 
being dealt with.  I think the member for Vasse should apologise to his electorate for the way he talks about it.   

Mr B.K. MASTERS:  No; it was the minister’s predecessor who called my area the chardonnay coast.   

The CHAIRMAN:  I am not sure we are progressing very far, and two other members want the call.   

Mr S.R. HILL:  I quickly refer the minister to the third paragraph of the capital works program on page 1077.  
How will the project to restore the Collie River be managed and what will the funding be used for?   

[5.30 pm] 

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  I thank the member for that question.  I think everybody knows what an icon the river is for 
Collie.  We are committed to preserving and improving our State’s environment.  That is why I am delighted that 
we have been able to provide funding to restore the Collie River.  Some $215 000 will be allocated to that 
project.  I compliment the local member, the member for Collie, for the absolute tenacity he has shown in 
ensuring that the river is returned to its original state.  The $215 000 will be allocated to the Collie shire, and it is 
very keen to ensure that this occurs.  The funds for this project will be managed in conjunction with the south 
west regional office of the Water and Rivers Commission.   

The appropriation was recommended.   
 


